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Everyone Reads

The Community Transition Programs (CTP) is using the Learn and Serve Arizona grant to expand and improve the Everyone Reads project, which was started with Davis Bilingual Magnet Elementary School.  CTP is a very unique educational program for students with disabilities between the ages of 18 and 22.  Students with disabilities are eligible to stay in school until their 22nd birthday.  CTP has implemented a full-time community-based instruction program to focus on the skills and relationships these students will need to be successful as young adults in their communities.  The CTP curriculum focuses on career exploration, social skills, recreation/leisure, and independent living skills.  As part of the curriculum, students are required to volunteer in a community non-profit agency.  Through volunteering, they not only learn about career options, but they also give back to their community and help others.  This is a very different perspective of most students with disabilities who are usually the recipients of assistance or help.  CTP curriculum recognizes that all students have some skill or ability they can share with their community members; hence, be seen by others as valued and contributing members of their community.  During the 2005–06 school year, CTP students volunteered to read to students at Davis Bilingual in Ms. Miranda’s third grade class.  The intent was for two CTP students to come one time per week for three weeks and read with the students.  The final outcome was totally different.  Instead of two CTP students volunteering one time per week, a total of seven students volunteered two times per week for three months.  The reason for the significant change was the mutual benefits being experienced by the CTP and Davis Bilingual students.  To close the project at the end of the year, the CTP students developed a digital slide show of the Davis Bilingual students reading and working on their projects.  An end of the year reflective celebration was held with students, their parents, and Davis Bilingual faculty.  Everyone recognized the project as an overwhelming success and asked not only for it to continue in the 2006-07 school year, but to be expanded to include more students.

In follow-up meetings and conversations with faculty and administrators, it was determined that a Learn and Serve instructional model would be an effective strategy for expanding and improving the Everyone Reads project for the 2006‑07 school year.  The service learning model would promote active learning across all of the curriculum content areas including successful self reflection, discovery, and acquisition and comprehension of values, skills, and knowledge.  To accomplish this, CTP and Davis Bilingual propose to implement a service learning program that will be used to:

1. Develop a school-wide theme of Everyone Reads that will be implemented across all content areas and include faculty, administrators, and community representatives;

2. Provide professional development and staff training;

3. Design and implement digital and hard copy portfolios that reflect and celebrate student achievement;

4. Identify and provide resources, curriculum, and materials for implementation of the service learning project; and,

5. Promote the CTP and Davis Bilingual collaborative project as a model of service learning to other schools and community organizations.

For further information, please contact Dan Perino, Coordinator, at (520) 232-8430 or dan.perino@tusd1.org.

