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>> ELESHEVA:  Good afternoon, everyone.  My name is Elesheva, and I work for the National Service Inclusion Project.  


We do technical assistance and we're funded by the corporation for national and community service.  We do have a couple of days of training of a variety of topics.  We focus on preparation with people with disabilities and so forth.  And we also offer Webinars like this one.  Not only that, but we also provide the TA or technical assistance which can be done via e-mail or phone.  If you have any questions, feel free to contact us, and I would be happy to help you.  


We have two presenters which I am very happy to have with us.  The topic for this month is Veterans serving as mentors.  And we have Adam Scott and Kyleen Davis who are here from Maryland, and they represent disabled sports and focus on servicemen and women who are newly injuried.  And they will review the history of the process, and details of the servicemen and women with acquired disabilities in the sports community, peer mentor, and mentor to youth with disabilities.  So, again, feel free to ask any questions if you have any, or comment, in the lower left box.  And at the end we will also have an evaluation.  


So with that I would like to pass the microphone over to Adam and Kyleen.  Please go ahead.  


>> KYLEEN DAVIS:  All right.  Thank you guys for having us today.  As Elesheva said, Adam and I work for disabled sports U.S.A. my job is as a program assistant in the wounded warrior disabled sports project which is how we initially get involved with the wounded service members that are coming back from Iraq and Afghanistan primarily.  With very severe injuries, permanent injuries, and I am going to go ahead and in the first part of the presentation explain to you how that program works, and kind of how it got started.  And then I will pass it over to Adam who works with our mentoring program and youth development program, and Adam will then describe how once the Wounded Warriors who have been in the program for a while, how they start to give back.  So let's go on to the first slide. 


Basically, what the program is a partnership between our organization, Disabled Sports U.S.A., and the Wounded Warrior project.  This program started about five years ago as a result of the conflict and the high number of severely-injured service members coming back from Iraq and Afghanistan.  This is a population of adults who were previously very active, pre-disposed to be active because of their role in the military, who were now facing a transition into having a severe disability.  


We work with disabilities ranging from amputations and spinal cord injuries to invisible disabilities such as traumatic brain injury, hearing loss, visual impairment.  It runs the gamut.  We are seeing a lot of polytrauma because of the nature of the conflict.  So there are several Wounded Warriors who have more than one injury, one severe injury.  So what our goal is is to reintroduce them to sports as an extension of their rehabilitation.  So we intervene with them when they are in the hospital.  We have relationships with Walter Reed Army medical center, with Brooke Army medical center in San Antonio, Texas, and with the Naval medical in San Diego.  


We work closely with their physical therapist and their occupational therapist to identify Wounded Warriors who are appropriate for our program, and to reintroduce them to sports as an extension of the rehab that they're getting in the hospital setting.  


We find, and I will go over this a little later that it has the benefits are even more extensive than just the obvious physical benefits of putting their therapies into practice.  Like I said, I will go over that in a little bit.  


But we do have -- let me see.  We do provide these programs free of charge to the Wounded Warriors which means that we cover any airfare, any ground transportation, any meals, lodging costs for the Wounded Warrior, and a friend or family member to attend the events, along with the instruction and we provide the necessary equipment for them to participate.  


We work with not only the inpatient population, as I mentioned, at those hospital facilities, but we are also working with what we call an "alumni population." That population includes those who have now become outpatients, are getting outpatient treatments at those medical facilities, or are getting outpatient treatment at VA Hospitals and who have relocated and moved outside of the hospital setting.  


We try to identify those new populations, anybody in the VA system who we have not met we are trying to do some outreach to expose our programs to them.  But we also keep in touch with those that we've worked with since their time at Walter Reed and those other facilities.  We do have a year-round calendar.  We include over a dozen sports.  Basically, anything that you can think of we involve in our calendar.  We do a lot of snow skiing in the winter.  In the summer we do a lot of water sports events.  We do cycling, kayaking, rock climbing.  We do surfing.  We really try to listen to what the interests are of the population that we work with, and try to expand our calendar likewise.  


This slide that's up now details some of the many sports that we were just listing that we do offer events in.  The list includes alpine skiing, snowboarding, Nordic skiing, golf, rock climbing, cycling, water skiing, kayaking, canoeing, fishing, scuba, rafting, track and field, surfing, extreme sports such as BMX bike riding, scape boarding, and also hiking.  


The picture that's shown is of a mountain biker who is a spinal cord injured and is using a recumbent or a sit handcycle to ride through the woods and over rocky terrain.  


The picture that's on this slide is of a water skier.  He is a below-the-knee amputee.  He is using what we call a boom to learn to water ski.  This helps -- this is actually used for disabled and non-disabled water skiers as a tool to help familiarize somebody with the balance necessary, what they'll need to -- what muscles and what movements they'll need to balance themselves on the water without having to deal with the water start.  So it's stabilizing mechanism, and it builds their confidence.  So this is an example of one of our Wounded Warriors using that tool to learn to water ski.  


Like I said, there are several benefits to the involvement of the Wounded Warriors in this sports program.  Not only -- oops.  


The benefits listed on this slide are actually really what we kind of try to explain to the hospital staff as far as convincing them that we are a legitimate resource for these activities.  We do have more than 40 years experience in adaptive sports.  We work with our network of chapters which at this point is about 93 nationwide, and those are independent organizations that offer adaptive sporting opportunities to a general population of athletes with disabilities around the country.  And they are trained instructors, and they are equipped with the proper adaptive equipment that's needed to carry out the programs that they offer.  They also are run out of accessible facilities, and we do double-check if we're working at a new facility, we do site visits to make sure that they can accommodate our population. 


We do offer some hospital-based activities to introduce the sports to the Wounded Warriors in the hospital setting.  Some of them are a little bit hesitant to sign up for an event.  A lot of them, you know, can -- some of them can tend to be very negative when they initially come back and are facing their injury tend to be a little pessimistic about what they can accomplish.  It's very good to do some in-house activities so that they can see other Wounded Warriors, even presentations that have pictures of other Wounded Warriors participating in sports.  It's kind of an incentive to get them involved and to show them what they are capable of.  We offer training throughout the year for instructors and for therapists.  We have done some in-house trainings for Walter Reed and Brooke Army medical center on how to use adaptive equipment with our rock climbing walls that are installed on site and have actually provided Brooke Army medical center with a contraption called the Wellman System. 

It's a pullie system for rock climbers that either have a spinal cord injury or limited use of the lower extremities.  We do have a pre-set calendar.  We work with the facilities to ensure that any events that we offer as part of this program specifically don't conflict with too many of the events that they already have on their calendar.  We do go back and forth between the hospital and our chapters to ensure that we're offering the right kind of event at the right time.  


And then lastly we do offer complete coordination.  The hospital staff rarely have to do anything, and the -- certainly the Wounded Warrior does not have to do anything as far as coordinating their travel or their lodging.  We take care of all of that.  


Now, the benefits of sports for rehabilitation beyond just the physical benefits, there are several psychological benefits as far as confidence.  For example, I can let you know that I went to an event this weekend in New Hampshire where we did have a participant who has very limited use of his right side, and his left leg is very weak as well.  He was able to stand up and water ski using a special harness that allowed him to not have to use the script of his right hand.  He only got up once, and that was all it took, and you could just see in his face the change was immediate almost to how confident he was and what he was able to do.  


It's also a great venue for family members to be able to come and see what their -- what the Wounded Warriors are capable of.  We also had this weekend at this event that I was just talking about a mother of a Wounded Warrior attend the event and was just blown away by what her daughter was able to accomplish, and to see her participate in sports that she had participated in prior to her injury.  It was a good bonding experience for the mother and the daughter.  


We also like to think of the event -- we do offer some events that are what we call "integrated." There are several chapters and organizations that want to put on events solely to recognize the Wounded Warrior which we do include on our calendar.  We also try to include on our calendar some events that include a generic or general population of athletes with disabilities because that really helps the Wounded Warriors to see especially in children those who have either been living with their disabilities since birth, or for a longer period of time than the Wounded Warriors have, and kind of give them another perspective on their injury.  


This is the picture of Scott Winkler.  You may or may not have heard about him.  He is actually over in Beijing right now.  He qualified for the U.S. Paralympic track and field team, and he will be competing in shot-put and discus.  He is a Wounded Warrior that has participated in some of our events including this one which is the Endeavor Games, which is in Oklahoma.  It is a track-and-field summer Paralympic event that includes track and field, swimming, wheelchair basketball, table tennis, archery, and shooting, and some other summer Paralympic sports.  It's a general event that's offered to athletes with disabilities from all over the country, and it has very broad scope and brings in a lot of athletes.  It's a very fun event to go to.  


This is a listing of the different chapter organizations that we work with to put on the Wounded Warrior disabled warrior sports project.  You can see that it's quite an extensive list, and it ranges from all over the country.  We do primarily work with our chapter network, but there are some instances when we go outside of our chapter network to work with organizations that may have the specialty in the field.  For example, PGA.  We've been having -- we have a partnership with them that has enabled us to offer ongoing golf programs out of the three main medical facilities that I mentioned.  What we've provided there is instruction in adaptive golf techniques and equipment for PGA pros around the country to be able to put those programs on.  


This picture is of -- as I mentioned, we do in the winter have a lot of snow skiing.  This is a picture of a very high above the knee amputee skiing on a three-track system.  It's a ski on his good leg, and then the use of outriggers which are the poles that have what look like miniature skis on the very end.  Those supply stability and balance for the skier.  And so that's just an example of that.  Before I pass on the presentation to Adam, I just wanted to answer some questions that we had had previously about our funding for the program.  Adam can speak to the funding for the mentoring program, but for the disabled warrior sports project program, our funding is in large part provided by our partnership with the organization called Wounded Warrior project.  We also have a national corporate partnership with AIG, and other than that, we receive funding through private donation. 

This particular program receives no funding from the government.  There was another question about who is eligible to participate in this program.  As I may have mentioned, this program is available to wounded service members who are coming back from the conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan with permanent -- having sustained permanent injuries.  


We do expand the program on a case-by-case basis.  There are several Wounded Warriors that have received their injuries state-side, whether through automobile accidents and we do on a case-by-case basis extend the program to encompass that.  As far as warriors being wounded in other conflicts such as Vietnam and even the Persian Gulf -- the Gulf War, again, that's a case-by-case.  The initial purpose of this program is to extend the rehab of those who have just sustained injuries.  So it's a very immediate program.  However, we understand the need to provide sporting opportunities for all athletes with disabilities.  So in some cases we do a case-by-case basis for athletes who have sustained their injuries outside of the current conflicts.  But we try not to go any further back than I believe, you know, 1993 or so. 

But we do open up our -- we would like to provide our chapter listing as a resource for any athlete with a disability.  Our chapter provides year-round programming for any athlete with a disability.  The listing for our chapters can be found at our website at www.dsusa.org.  So I would like to go ahead and pass it over to Adam.  He can explain how, you know, we are now seeing since this program has been going on for about five years, we're now seeing a lot of the Wounded Warriors wanting to give back to the disabled sports community.  Some of them have taken the steps to become instructors.  A lot of snow skiing instructors have gotten their adaptive Level 1 certification.  We also have a lot of Wounded Warriors going back into our chapter system once they've relocated back to their hometown or have been reassigned to another military installation. 

They get involved with their local chapter and start to help out in that way.  But Adam has identified another way of giving back, and that is through youth sports mentoring.  


So, Adam, would you like to take over?  


>> ADAM SCOTT:  Yes.  I manage the youth sports mentoring program.  Again, I just want to thank NSIP and Elesheva for giving us this opportunity to present.  I think there is something wrong with my PowerPoint.  Hold on one second.  Hold on one second.  


>> ELESHEVA:  Adam, I hope this is the one that you are looking for?  


>> ADAM SCOTT:  Yeah.  Hold on one second.  Sorry about this.  Yeah, that's what I want.  All right.  Perfect!  Thank you.  


The first several slides I am going to go over is to give you a background on what the DS/USA youth mentoring program is.  And then I will get into Wounded Warriors for this program.  The goal is to help them connect with disabilities.  By formalizing relationships within our chapters already existing sports programs.  This will help strengthen relationships, ensure a safe environment for everyone, and also to increase youth sports involvement through the efforts of volunteer mentors and with help from chapter grants that we provide.  It's a fairly new program.  We started out as a pilot program in the summer of 2006.  We partnered with PUID, partners for youth with disabilities.  I believe that Jason here with NSIP has a history with PUID. 

So we brought in a slight group of our chapters, 10 or 11 of them, in the summer of '06 to train them in how to start a youth sports mentoring program.  And we had funding through the Mitsubishi electronic foundation, and the Daniels Fund to help us to get this started.  So through this pilot period, we were able to figure out what works and what doesn't work for our chapter.  


You know, the way that the pilot program went for was a year, a year and a half.  And we used our knowledge and experience from that pilot period to apply for more funding, and we received a Department of Education grant in the fall of 2007.  


We then kind of revamped our program, kind of redid some new models for -- redid some models that would work better for our chapter.  Right now we currently have 24 chapters from 14 states that have been trained in basic mentoring concepts on how to start a program.  Of the 24 chapters, around 15 of them are currently matching up youth participants with mentors through their existing sport programs.  Now, each of their programs may have anywhere between 5-25 mentor/mentee matches participating in the sports.  The programs are not huge.  It's important to note that our chapters are support programs first, and then the mentoring is an added service for our participants.  


I will go into more detail of who the mentors and mentees are within this program.  The mentees are volunteers with or without disabilities.  Oftentimes chapter will identify sports instructors who they will train in basic mentoring concepts and serve as a mentor to the youth participants with disabilities.  Sometimes there's some peer-to-peer action going on mentoring where they'll match up a more experienced participant with a disability with a younger participant.  Or they'll open it up to anyone who is interested in having a positive impact in the life of a young person with a disability.  Safety is our first priority, of course.  So we choose our mentors through applications and interviews with ongoing background checks to ensure the safety of youth. 


And we also incorporate -- we use Wounded Warriors and Paralympic athletes and other disabled elite athletes as mentors as well.  I will get more into that here in a few moments.  


The mentee is typically youth between the ages of 6-21 who experience a disability.  We try to identify youth who want to get more involved in sports or physical activity.  And we also look for youth who would benefit from having the more experienced friend to learn from, and to gain a positive experience with.  


We always involve the parents of the youth throughout the entire process of the mentoring program.  And we just try to manage the rest as much as we can to make sure that everyone has a fun time out there participating in sports with someone.  


As far as the program structure goes, we have, like I was saying, we have several models that our chapters use.  You know, they incorporate the already-existing youth adaptive sports and recreation program, and this is how the chapters spin these models into the existing programs.  They can do it through year-round programs where they will train mentors to meet with mentees for sports at least once a month for over a six-month period of time.  Now, this is a long-term approach.  This is the ideal scenario that we would like for our chapters to use is a long-term, year-round mentoring model.  However, that doesn't always work with the way that our chapter sport programs are structured, so we offer them a model where they incorporate formal mentoring through their season, you know, they'll train oftentimes adaptive sports instructors to mentor a young person with a disability through sports at least six times over a six-week period. 

The event mentoring model, this is what we'll really be focusing on in the next two slides because in order for a chapter to gain funding through the DS/USA sports program for an event rather than just an ongoing program, they must pay the wounded warriors with youth participants with disabilities.  


I am going to go into a bit more into the event mentoring model.  Here are some details on it.  Again, it's based on matching a youth participant with disability with a Wounded Warrior throughout the duration of the DS/USA chapter convenient.  This is the event that Kyleen was talking about earlier.  We try to identify Wounded Warriors in this sports project that will have youth participants, and we try to get the mentoring to go on.  


Let's see.  If a chapter who has applied for a Wounded Warrior sports project grant, they also are eligible to apply for the mentoring, and so we help them to identify and recruit the Wounded Warrior mentors.  Currently, just to give you an idea of how big the program is, we've trained 34 Wounded Warriors so far to mentor at various DS/USA regional and national events to date.  It's still a fairly new program, and we feel like we have a lot more to go.  We can really expand that quite a bit more.  One of the most established mentoring events are the Endeavor Games which takes place in Edmond, Oklahoma, in June each year.  Kyleen was talking about this before.  One of chapters, the University of Central Oklahoma provides athletes of all ages and skill level an opportunity to compete in a nationally-recognized competition. 

2008 marks the 9th annual Endeavor Games.  It also marked the third consecutive year that we provided young athletes with the opportunity to be mentored one on one by an elite athlete or a Wounded Warrior.  


So, again, we help bring in the Wounded Warriors to participate and mentor at the Endeavor Games.  What I did this past June was came to the event and conducted a mentor training for the Wounded Warriors.  We also had paperwork for them to complete just to manage the risk and to help make the matches.  So I worked with the UCO disabled sports event in our chapter very closely prior to the event to administer the mentoring and to make the matches.  


And now at the event what the mentors and the mentees usually did is they would either participate in a sport together, like they would warm up together on the track, or they would cheer each other on during competitions.  They would meet for lunch, or, you know, just hangout during the event.  


After the event we have them stay in contact with their mentees.  We strongly encourage them to by e-mail and phone.  That's the ideal scenario with this model.  To date we've had 19 matches made within this event where we've matched a Wounded Warrior up with a youth participant, or an elite disabled athlete.  So just the nature of the Endeavor Games has led to a very successful mentoring program.  


I will talk about benefits of the Wounded Warriors for those who serve as mentors.  This provides an opportunity for them to be an active part of the program.  It also enables them to really connect with a young person and learn from a young person who has a disability.  Oftentimes we find that the mentor -- the Wounded Warrior mentor will learn just as much if not more from a young person with a disability as they will from them.  


A lot of the men and women who are serving as Wounded Warrior mentors, you know, they're very nice individuals who are just very appreciative of the sport and opportunities that we provide them to the Wounded Warrior sport project.  And they're excited about getting back to the community and just helping out in any way that they can.  They want to continue to serve their country, and, again, to help out wherever they can.  So to this mentoring program, this gives them a chance to give back to the community and to help where there is a need.  


I have a couple of mentor/mentee examples to share with you guys.  This is Justin and Cody.  You see Justin on the left with the javelin, and Cody six years old on the right.  They were paired up at the Endeavor Games earlier this summer, and they had a great time together.  What they did, they met face to face on three different days throughout the Endeavor Games in June, and they participate in track and field.  They practiced the javelin and just hangout together.  I use this as an example because they still keep in touch on a regular basis, and they've actually just both recently achieved the presidential active lifestyle award together.  That's where you set a goal for yourself to be physically active five days a week for six weeks.  And what they did was they stayed in contact and motivated each other to keep up with their physical activity levels. 

So here is a quote from Justin after the event.  I find it to and pretty good quote.  "A child with a disability is faced with many challenges:  I can't, tights hard.  But when they're introduced to sports and paired with a mentor with similar disabilities, those challenges turn into opportunities:  I can, that was easy, I did it."


I have one more example to show you.  This is Daryl and Kelsey.  Daryl is a Wounded Warrior.  He has been coming to the games since 2006.  That's when we first matched him and Kelsey up.  From that point on they hit it off immediately.  After the convenient they maintained contact and their bond grew even stronger.  Daryl became a close friend to the family.  Both families live fairly close to one another in Texas.  So Daryl has been able to actually come out and watch some of Kelsey's high school swimming meets.  He has been a great example of how a mentor can support a young person with disability who is involved in sports.  So every year when they come back to the Endeavor Games, they have an opportunity to, you know, hangout again.  This started in '06, and I imagine that they'll be back again next summer in '09. 


Here is a quote from Kelsey Butler who kind of shows you how mentoring program can bring people together and how you can learn a new perspective on life from someone else.  So here is a quote from Kelsey, "I enjoyed hearing the perspective of someone who was in the war.  I was able to really talk to him what it's like to be disabled and how his life has changed.  For me, I don't really remember how to run, but for the newly-disabled, like the Wounded Warriors, they knew what it was like, so it's harder for them." 


Moving on, you know, overall this event mentoring program involving the Wounded Warriors has been very successful.  However, there are always challenges.  Recruiting quality mentors can be a challenge.  Although we have been able to identify some very successful mentors.  It's still a matter of identifying those who are committed, and who will stick with it.  The coordination of matchmaking, again, whenever one of our chapter hosts a Wounded Warrior disabled sport s project event and they incorporate mentoring there are, I work closely with them to make the matches.  Oftentimes I haven't met any of the youth participants with disabilities who we're matching up with, and oftentimes they haven't met Wounded Warrior mentors, so we have to coordinate just from what we got -- just from the information we got from there applications and just from talking to one another to make successful matches. 


Another challenge is the paperwork.  Part of managing the risk there comes paperwork, and the background check.  That could be kind of difficult to collect.  Conflicting schedules is another challenge.  Like at the Endeavor Games, the mentor -- the Wounded Warrior mentor will have his own schedule, his or her own schedule, as will the youth participant.  So we just have to make sure that the schedules match up so that they'll have substantial face-to-face contact at the event.  


Parent involvement and understanding.  Within any youth sports, you know, parents are usually great to work with, but sometimes they can get involved.  We had an incident earlier this summer Wounded Warrior sports project when one of the parents went off on the Wounded Warrior because he was a bit late because he got locked out of his room.  The staff resolved that issue, but sometimes the parents can get a bit too much invested into it.  


The post-event interaction, again, they meet face to face.  We want them to stay in touch via e-mail or phone after the event.  That's sometimes hard to make happen.  So we just have to strongly encourage that they stay in touch.  And that there is not much that we can do about that if they don't.  


And then post-event evaluation.  At the end of each event we have them fill out evaluation forms and sometimes, you know, just like the paperwork I was talking about earlier, it's hard to collect all of that information.  


As far as future outlook, you know, we look just to continue to expand and enhance the current Wounded Warrior disabled sports project mentoring event.  Right now there are three or four events that are matching up Wounded Warriors with mentors.  We want to continue to expand on those.  


We're also looking to continue to identify further DS/USA regional and national events as opportunities for Wounded Warriors.  A lot want to give back, and it's just a matter of identifying those events.  


And we also want to encourage the Wounded Warriors to reach out to local DS/USA chapters where they live to get involved as a mentor to the youth with disabilities.  You know, we want them to be able to have a face-to-face contact, you know, over a period of, you know, a year or longer just as we do with our -- through our regular program, you know, the seasonal and year-round.  


Let's see.  I think that's pretty much all that I have for you.  I was wanting to go ahead and open this up for questions.  Again, here is our contact information.  We're located in Rockville, Maryland.  Kyleen's phone and e-mail is there.  Mine is below.  If you guys have any questions or comments, we would love to hear them.  


>> KYLEEN DAVIS:  Just to let everybody know, if they would like to look down in the bottom left-hand corner in the chat box, I did provide a live link to our WWDSP calendar.  It's constantly being updated, but it is on there.  It is listed as a live link, but here it is as well.  Www.dsusa.org/calendars-wwdspcalendar.HTML.  I provided a live link to the listing of chapters broken down by state.  The link to that is www.dsusa.org/chapter.HTML.  


Jason asked if we had any suggestions regarding how to get kids involved in National Service volunteer programs.  


(Silence) 


Jason, if I understand your question correctly, it's all about finding the resources or I guess the venues in which to, you know, provide the information about services.  We've clearly established relationships with the hospitals.  The problem with recruiting through there is that they are very busy, and they are being approached by several people.  


I think that a great avenue for recruiting for National Service and volunteer programs is to go through VAs and just soliciting contacts through the VA system.  


>> ADAM SCOTT:  Bruce has asked how many programs currently have ongoing year-round matches?  Currently there are about 15 of our chapters throughout the country that have ongoing matches.  And there are quite a few other chapters in the beginning stages of formalizing the mentoring programs within their youth sports program.  So, again, you know, we started as a pilot program in summer of '06, and we're still building.  We've grown very, very quickly over the past year.  


>> KYLEEN DAVIS:  Are there any other questions?  


(No response) 


>> ELESHEVA:  If anyone wants to type in a question, feel free and just go ahead.  


>> KYLEEN DAVIS:  Bruce asked if there was a chapter in the New York Metro area.  We have several chapters working out of New York.  None in the New York City area.  We do have a chapter called the adaptive sports foundation, and they work out of Wyndham, New York, which I believe is closer to Albany.  We also have some chapters in Pennsylvania and then there is also Greek Pete which is another chapter out of New York which deals primarily with winter sports.  But like I said, the listing is available on our website, and it is broken down by state.  And all of the contact information for those chapters are listed as well.  So if you have any questions about what programs are offered at those chapters, feel free to give them a call or you can contact us for more information as well. 


>> ADAM SCOTT:  Also to add to that Bruce, as far as mentoring chapters in the New York area, Greek peak as Kyleen mentioned, they're doing mentoring, and they're located in New York.  We also have an organization named stride in Rensselaer, New York.  We also have various programs in the New England area, so a little bit further north of where -- of Metro New York who are doing mentoring right now.  


>> ELESHEVA:  I just want to repeat what one of the people said, that National Guard/reserve family readiness group state offices may and good contact for immediate opportunities to serve returning Wounded Warriors, I am assuming that's what WW stands for.  


Anyone else have anymore questions?  Or comments?  


(No response) 


Okay.  With that, I would like to -- actually, I want to check with Adam and Kyleen to see if you have anything to add in as we wrap up?  


>> KYLEEN DAVIS:  I don't.  But if anybody has any questions that pop up later, feel free to contact either Adam or myself.  We'd be happy to answer any further questions that you may have.  


>> ADAM SCOTT:  I don't have anything either.  Again, I encourage you guys to check out our website.  You can find out the information there.  There's a ton of information about the youth sports mentoring program if you want to investigate that a bit further.  It's actually dsusa.org/mentoring.HTML.  


>> KYLEEN DAVIS:  Larry has asked if there was one thing we want people to remember about this Webinar, what would it be?  For us it's always awareness.  It's about spreading the word about what programs are available.  We find that even when we do program our presentations for military groups, we do presentations with their MWR groups.  We find that a lot of people who have access to populations of Wounded Warriors do not know about this program.  So we're always trying to increase awareness and spread word of mouth.  I think that the same goes for Adam as far as making youth with disabilities aware of the mentoring program and also any athlete whether disabled or non who want to get involved with mentoring youth in a sport arena, just spreading the word that these programs are out there. 


>> ADAM SCOTT:  And there is a question asked are we finding that mentor/mentees are becoming involved in community-based programs not sponsored by DS/USA?  Not only with the mentoring program, but with their sport programs, they partner with their local school and community-based organizations.  Do I have some chapters, who are partnering with their local school systems, and they bring in the kid, the youth with disabilities, and they'll match them up with a mentor just to get them involved.  We like to have the mentoring involved because word of mouth is one of the best ways to promote programs.  So this is one way that they do that.  So hopefully they can get the word out there throughout their whole community and bring in more participants who would benefit from our programs. 


>> KYLEEN DAVIS:  Also just to expand on Adam's answer to Tip Ray's question, we do -- we've just recently installed a mechanism that I know Adam is playing soon which is a data base primarily for our mentoring program that will include some evaluation forms that I believe -- and Adam can correct me if I am wrong -- that will help us to track successes as far as youth involvement in the mentoring program.  And I believe that some of those successes include their progress outside of our programs in the school and also in other community-based programs that are not related to us to see if that involvement increases as, you know, kind of a byproduct of being involved with disabled sports U.S.A. 


>> ADAM SCOTT:  Yeah, that's correct.  And we are really wanting to shift our focus on getting our chapters involved with the park's department, too, just to help them enhance their programs, you know, whether there is mentoring involved or not.  Usually there is at least informal mentoring if not through the DS/USA sports mentoring program.  So definitely we want to get involved with our community-based programs.  


>> ELESHEVA:  Great.  Thank you so much.  Thank you for sharing your time and talking about the mentoring program that involve Veterans in sports.  And with that, I just want to, again, thank you, and to tell you if you have anymore questions, please feel free to e-mail them directly.  


Also the upcoming Webinar will be in two weeks.  This will be on September 9th which is on National Service Inclusion Project Fellows who will be sharing promising practices for engaging people with all abilities in National Service.  And then on October 31st, we'll have the supervision and management of service members and volunteers with disabilities.  So keep your eye out for that if you are interested.  And please fill out the evaluation.  We want to continue to improve for the upcoming months, and if you have any other topics that you would like for to us share, please let us know as well.  With that, I hope that you have a wonderful Labor Day weekend as well, and a safe trip.  Thank you.  


(Webinar concluded at 348 P.M. ET) 
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